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With December underway, our school is bustling with much excitement and      

activity that will model and exemplify the character of ‘empathy’ for each other 

and for outside our community.  We continue to encourage donation to our 

‘Mitten Tree’ a brand new pair of mittens that will be given to children in the 

Georgina community. Our staff and our student council have also initiated the 

Food Drive campaign that will focus on supporting our own families in need.  

When you donate perishable non-food items, new items of toys and books, a gift 

box is created by the students and staff to be given to a specific family.  Please 

see more information in this month’s newsletter regarding this important initiative. 

 

Also during the month of December, our grade 8 students will participate in the 

Boston Pizza Server Night (December 12) to raise funds for their graduation          

dinner/dance celebration.  If you are available on this date, please join the Lake 

Simcoe families and staff for a great meal of celebration at Boston Pizza.      

 

Continuing with the holiday celebration, our very active and motivated student 

council have planned for a full week of Spirit days.  Please mark your calendars 

for the week of December 18-22.  Each spirit day is described in this edition of our 

Newsletter. 

 

On the last school day of December (22nd), please join us for a Holiday Carol 

Sing-a-long featuring some of our own students and staff on musical instruments.  

The events start at 8:30 a.m. for Primary students, and 9:15 a.m. for our junior/

intermediate students. 

 

Last month, school council executive members across Georgina participated in 

our annual Georgina School Council Forum at Sutton DHS.  This information                    

sharing session focused on discussions about well-being and student ‘mattering’, 

the results of our School Climate Surveys and YRDSB’s Equity and Inclusivity initia-

tive.  If you would like to hear more about the topics discussed, please join us at 

our next School Council meeting on December 13 at 7pm.  All members of our 

school community are welcome. 

 

On behalf of the wonderful and terrific staff at Lake Simcoe Public School, we 

wish our families celebrating during this holiday season our warmest greetings.  

The holidays bring families together to appreciate the memories of the past and 

to build future memories.  Families celebrate the holidays in many different ways, 

but these we have in common: love warms our hearts and hope promises us a 

bright future.  The staff at Lake Simcoe PS wish your families a peaceful holiday 

season and happiness in the new year. 

Angelie Barkey                  Debra Camden 

Principal                              Vice-Principal  
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Upcoming Events 

Events this month: 

L A K E  S I M C O E  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  

  

As 

partners, 

we support 

each 

other’s 

efforts on 

behalf of 

our 

students.  

Dec 4-15: Holiday Food Drive 

Dec 12: Celebrity Servers at Boston Pizza ~          

5:30-8:30pm 

Dec 13: School Council Meeting~ 7pm 

Dec 18-22: Spirit Week 

Dec 21: Character Assembly 

Dec 22: Holiday Sing-A-Long  

Dec 25-Jan 5: Winter break 

Jan 8: Welcome Back!  

 

Jan 19: PA Day ~ No School  

 

Jan 25: Character Assembly  

 

*Winter Electives: Feb 

15—More information to 

come soon!  

 

If your child will 

be ABSENT OR 

LATE: 

 

Please call: 

 

905-656-5970, 

and leave a   

message. 

 

The machine is 

available for 

messages 24/7 

 

School Times 
Supervision Begins: 

7:55 
Entry Bell:  

8:10 
Recess:  

9:50-10:20 
Lunch: 

12:00-1:00 
Dismissal: 

2:40 

 

Before and After School Child Care 
Upper Canada Childcare, operating within Lake Simcoe PS. 

Contact Number: 905-535-1448 

Hours of Operation: 6:15am-8:15am & 2:40pm-6:00pm 

Email: lakesimcoe@uppercanadachildcare.com 

Website: www.uppercanadachildcare.com  
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Character Trait of the Month: Empathy 

 
Empathy is the capacity to understand or feel what 

another person is experiencing from within the other 

being's frame of reference,  

i.e., the capacity to place oneself in another's            

Please Call us to Report Absences!  
Please call 905-656-5970 to report any absences or lates. 
 

The answering machine is on 24/7 so you can leave a message any time. By 

calling, you let us know that your child is safe. It saves us from interrupting your 

day, or calling all the emergency contact phone numbers to ensure your child 

is safe.  

 

When a child is not accounted for, we will :  

 

 

someone to confirm the child’s safety we will: 

 

 
This call is a safety check; in accordance with the YRDSB Safe Arrival Policy 

#665.  

Spirit Week 

Lake Simcoe Student Council is promoting Winter Holiday Spirit Week. From December 

18-22, help us celebrate the holidays with fun activities! Look out for 

the posters and announcements.! 

 

Monday Dec. 18: Sweater day 

Tuesday Dec 19: Winter hat day 

Wednesday Dec. 20: Red, white and green day 

Thursday Dec. 21: PJ day 

Friday Dec. 22: Festive day  
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L A K E  S I M C O E  P U B L I C  S C H O O L  

Community Service  

 

As a school, we are a team of staff and students 

who support some of our families in need during 

the holiday season.  This year, we will be                 
reaching out to the community for donations of 

non-perishable food items which will be added to create a Christmas food 

hamper.  Our goal is to support 3 to 4  families with hampers from the               

donations.   

 

Help us to keep little hands warm this winter by  donating 

a pair of mittens to our “Mitten Tree”.  Mittens will be 

hung on our Christmas Tree for  the month of December, 

then  donated to families in need. 

 

 

We are very excited to let our families know that 3 

classes participated in the Christmas Child outreach this 

year, along with one other family! What an amazing 

show of love, caring and support by our students and 

their families as they gave generously from their hearts. 

We were able to fill close to 20 shoe boxes to send off to children less                   

fortunate. What a lesson to our own students to realize that just one person 

can make a difference in the life of someone else.  

 

Thank you so much for your support in helping to make this happen! 

From the Teachers and their students in rooms 117, 124 and 135. 

ALL parents 

and visitors 

MUST report 

to the office 

upon their  

arrival to the 

school, to 

sign in, and 

obtain a     

visitors 

badge. 

We ask that 

all parents 

wait outside 

for their       

children, and 

if you need 

to speak to 

your child's 

teacher, 

please send 

a note or call 

their voice-

mail/office to 

request an         

appoint-

ment. 

We              

appreciate 

your support 

in keeping 

our students 

safe!  

Celebrity Server Nights at Boston Pizza ~ 
Grade 8 Fundraiser for Graduation 

 

You are invited to Boston Pizza from 5:30-8:30 

PM on  December 12. Grade 8 students will be         

helping the staff at Boston Pizza take orders and 

wait tables for the evening. 

 

Please come out and support the Graduating 

Class! 
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Snack Bin Program  
Students of room 217 bake every Monday for our snack bins. The following is the recipe of 

the month. 
Pumpkin Flax Muffins 

This recipe is simple, quick and completely vegan. If you've never used a flax "egg," here is 

your opportunity to try it! You'll be delighted at how moist, dense and chewy this bread is. 

It's simply delicious and very satisfying. 

Recipe for Quick Pumpkin Flax Bread (Vegan) Servings: 16 slices or 12 muffins, yields one 9 

x 5 loaf or one muffin tray Ingredients: 

2 Tbsp ground flax seed  

6 Tbsp fresh water 

1/2 to 1 cup sweetener (feel free to play here with both the amount and type, you can 

use honey, maple syrup, coconut sugar, agave, cane sugar, depending on desired 

sweetness.) 

1 Tbsp molasses 

1/2 cup apple sauce 

1 cup pumpkin puree 

1 2/3 cups whole wheat pastry flour 

1 tsp baking soda 

1/2 tsp baking powder 

2 tsp cinnamon 

1/2 tsp fresh ground nutmeg 

1/2 tsp ground ginger 

1/4 tsp cloves 

3/4 tsp salt 

 

Options: Add raisins, fresh or dried cranberries (keep in mind fresh are tart, so you may 

want to adjust sweetener to compensate), chopped nuts and seeds, candied or fresh gin-

ger, etc. 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 9x5 baking loaf with butter, ghee, coconut oil, etc. 

In a medium bowl mix together first 6 ingredients (wet). In a separate bowl, mix together 

remaining dry ingredients then combine well with the wet mixture. Pour dough into pan 

and bake until done, approximately 45 minutes-1 hour. Enjoy this animal-friendly, delicious 

and nutritious bread recipe! I hope it serves you for many seasons as it has for me! Healthy 

blessings to all. 

If you would like to donate to our snack bin program the following items are much 

appreciated:  

 

-Assorted fruit and vegetables 

Cereal 

-Plain/Multi Grain Cheerios 

-Kashi 

-Fibre One 

-Special K 

-Shreddies 

-Quaker Life Multi-grain Cereal 

 Crackers- Triscuit, Breton 

http://www.mindbodygreen.com/tag/cinnamon


We are looking for Volunteers! 

 

We are looking for people who are interested in       

volunteering their time to read with students during 

the instructional day.  

 

Please email carrie.byer@yrdsb.ca for more                     

information!  

 

Also 

 

Our Learning Commons  is in need 

of a parent volunteer! Work hours are flexible and can be 

discussed with Mr. Vakharia. Some duties may include: orga-

nizing and shelving books, cataloging books and creating 

book displays.  

 

For more information please contact Mr. Vakharia by email 

at jadon.vakharia@yrdsb.ca 

 

The ZONE News 
 

Last month we had the pleasure of having SAIDAT 

return for a very interactive, entertaining, and educational 

experience.  She spoke about self regulation, bullying, 

and self-esteem.  The students also had the opportunity 

to learn some hip-hop moves. It was great to see everyone participating.  

 

A reminder that we are having our annual 

food and new toy drive. You may drop off items at the school 

up until Dec. 15. Please contact Ms. Draper with any questions. 
 

As many of us are cleaning out “old games” to make room for “new”,  if you 

would like to donate them to the “ZONE”  we would greatly 

appreciate your generosity.  
 

 



School Bus Cancellation Reminders 

 

To ensure the safety of students, school bus 

service may be  cancelled from time to time 

due to inclement weather, extreme           

temperatures and/or poor road conditions. 

In these cases, parents and students should 

develop     alternate care/transportation    

arrangements.  

 

Since some busing schedules  begin by 7:00 

a.m., cancellation decisions must be made 

by 6:00 a.m. to allow time to  communicate 

this message to bus drivers. Cancellation   

decisions will only be made after thorough   

consultation with the Safety Officers of school bus companies servicing York Region and are 

based on several factors including precipitation, air temperature, road conditions and 

weather forecast.  

 

Please note the following;  

 

 A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses, 

vans and taxis will not operate.  

 
 School bus routes may be cancelled when severe weather is not affecting all                 

municipalities in York Region. Both the YRDSB and YCDSB operate many regional           

educational programs.  Students attending these programs are transported over large 

attendance areas encompassing several municipal boundaries. This limits the ability to 

cancel bus service using a municipality or zone methodology.  

 

 Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements 

to transport their children to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled. If 
buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore      

students transported to school by parents will require the same transportation home.  

 

Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television     

stations after 6:00 a.m. to receive bus cancellation information:  
RADIO  

590 AM 640 AM 680 AM 860 AM 1010 AM 1050 AM 1540AM 1580 AM 88.5 FM 89.9 FM 92.5 FM 

93.1 FM 94.9 FM 95.9 FM 97.3 FM 98.1 FM 99.1 FM 99.9 FM 101.1 FM 102.1 FM 104.5 FM 100.7 

FM 107.1 FM  
TELEVISION  

CITY TV CTV Barrie CFTO TV CP24 GLOBAL NEWS  
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by call-

ing 1-877-330-3001, or by following the YCDSB and YRDSB on twitter.  

Please note that school bus charters for fieldtrips will not operate when buses are cancelled 

due to inclement weather.  

   LUNCH BOX ORDERS DO NOT RUN ON SNOW DAYS!! 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCImWtsnu9MgCFUaqHgoddlEATA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Fcanada%2Fottawa%2Fottawa-gatineau-school-bus-cancellations-1.1050029&bvm=bv.106379543,d.


Brrrrr Its cold!  
 
 

All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 

are expected to go out for every recess unless 

the Principal or Vice-Principal decides that 

weather conditions are so poor that it would be 

detrimental for them to be outdoors.  Students 
are to come to school ready for winter and         

prepared to be outdoors up to 40 minutes after 

lunch.  When temperatures and/or wind chill 

reach minus 20 degrees Celcius, we consider an 

indoor routine for recess. When temperatures 

and/or wind chill reach minus 18-19 degrees      

Celcius, we consider a shortened outdoor        

routine for recess/events.  

 

We often receive requests from parents asking us 

to keep their children indoors during recess times because they are not       

feeling well.  Unfortunately, we do not have the staff or facilities to supervise 

students who are sick or still recovering from an illness.  Students with heavy 
colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from participating in 

physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain at 

home until their condition improves.  This will likely benefit the students         

concerned and prevent the spread of this illness to 

others.  

Please make sure that your children are dressed 

properly for our invigorating winter days. It is      
advisable for students to bring extra pants and 

socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet 

and cold weather of the winter months.  To avoid 

adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and 

Found, please be sure to label all  articles of          

clothing.   

Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants 

for the younger children will help make  recess an 

enjoyable time.  

 



Fall Tree Planting Promotion and Education  
We are excited to share that York Region District School Board (the Board) has partnered 

with The Regional Municipality of York (York Region) and Evergreen to plant trees at select 

schools across York Region.  Our school was selected as a good candidate to receive trees 

through this program. This is a great opportunity to increase shade tree cover and                

provide environmental education opportunities within the school grounds. According to 

York Region, young children, seniors and people who are chronically ill are more susceptible 

to negative health impacts from high temperatures.  Planting trees and growing tree            

canopy cover will help cool down local land surface temperatures in school grounds.  Trees 

also help to mitigate climate change by: storing carbon; blocking UV rays and protecting 

people from cancer; beautifying local areas; filtering rainwater making it cleaner to drink; 

and much, much more.  In agreeing to this opportunity, Principal and staff committed to 

providing long-term care for the establishment of the proposed trees, and the long term 

commitment to increasing the health of our local community through increased tree        

canopy cover. Long-term tree care includes watering, mulching, protection, and                             

education.  We welcome school staff and students to be innovative in their long-term tree 

care approach.   

 

“At the York Region District School Board, our goal is to deliver effective, innovative and          

sustainable educational programs for students. By collaborating with community                          

organizations, we can create safe and welcoming outdoor learning environments that      

engage all of our students,” said Loralea Carruthers, Chair of the York Region District School 

Board. 

 

“Evergreen believes that when designing natural outdoor play and learning environments 

for children and youth, it must be designed to meet the needs and range of abilities of the 

whole school community,” said Cam Collyer, Executive Director of Programs, at Evergreen.  

 

“By enhancing our school grounds we are allowing our children to gain a better                          

appreciation of the environment and the need to preserve and protect it for future                   

generations,” said York Region Chairman and CEO Wayne Emmerson. “Preserving and              

expanding our green spaces is a priority for Regional Council and is an important part of our 

Strategic Plan and Greening Strategy. Initiatives like these contribute significantly to our                

excellent way of life.”  

 

Interested in adding more green to your landscape at home? There are many planting                  

programs available to residents through York Region’s partnerships with Toronto and Region 

Conservation Authority, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority and the Local                               

Enhancement and Appreciation of Forests Organization (LEAF). Need a tree, some shrubs or 

even a forest? One of these programs might just have what you’re looking for. Let York                   

Region help you restore and improve your property. Learn more at york.ca/treeplanting.  

 

Excellent nature tools and resources for schools, families and communities can be found on 

the Children & Nature Network. 

    

http://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/yorkregion/yr/plansreportsandstrategies/greeningstrategy/greeningstrategy/!ut/p/a1/vZRRb4IwFIV_jY9NC0Upjx1ZFIz44JIBL6ZgwW5SsHRm7NevbnvSOefSrG_3NPnuPbm5B-YwhblkB1EzLVrJdsc6n6wjOo1mszmKlx4JEUVLGrs-QWTuw0eYw7yUutNbmA1qXbZSc
http://www.york.ca/treeplanting
http://www.childrenandnature.org/learn/tools-resources/


News from our School Council 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for participating in 

our Class Raffle Baskets!! It was a great 

success! We raised roughly $1600!  

 

Please note there is no movie night for the 

month of December. Well see you at The 

Gem in January! 

 

Our next Parent Council meeting is on Wednesday, December 13th at 7pm in 

the library. Hope to see you there! Everyone is welcome! 

 

A few reminders about placing your hot lunch and milk orders: -Orders must 

be placed by Sunday at noon for the next week's delivery. Please make sure 

your child is registered under the correct teacher. -All order updates and 

cancellations must be confirmed by Sunday at noon. 

www.lunchboxorders.com 

http://www.lunchboxorders.com


Message From Our Trustee 

 

In November, about 1,000 students, staff members and community partners 

came together from across the Board to form a Ring of Peace and stand 

together against hate, discrimination and intolerance. The student speakers 

at the event shared meaningful messages about the importance of feeling 

welcome, valued and respected. 

 

At York Region District School Board, we are committed to listening to the 

voices of our students and communities. We will continue working with our 

school communities to ensure our schools provide safe, welcoming and         

inclusive environments for everyone. 

 

Last month, our annual Quest conference brought together educators from 

across Ontario, Canada and around the world to share, learn and discuss 

how to foster well-being in schools. Some of the themes covered included 

equity and inclusivity, and safe and caring environments. 

 

It was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about some of the positive 

things happening in our own schools and other districts. In recent months, 

we have had several international visitors come to our system and schools 

to learn more about the work in our system to support student achievement 

and well-being, including Qatar, the Netherlands, Texas and the United 

Kingdom. 

 

We are pleased to have these opportunities to continue highlighting and 

sharing the great things happening in our schools thanks to our outstanding 

students, staff members, families and community partners. Your                                    

engagement makes a difference in our schools and I encourage you to 

continue getting involved in the life of your child’s school. 

 

As we enter the holiday season, I am once again impressed by the                      

generosity of our school communities and our students’ commitment to 

helping others. 

 

Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a                                  

wonderful start to 2018. 
 

 

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-Hosts-Unity-Rally,-Ring-of-Peace.aspx
http://www.questconference.ca


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 4 

 

Holiday Drive 

(Dec 4-15)  

5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 

 

Celebrity 

Serves at 

Boston Pizza 

 

Chanukah 

begins  

13 

 

School               

Council      

Meeting ~ 

7pm 

14 15 16 

17 18 

 

 

 

 

Spirit Week  

19 20 21  

 

Character    

Assembly  

22 

 

Winter Sing A 

Long Concert  

8:30-Pri  

9:15-J/I  

23 

24 25 

 

 

Winter break 

 

Christmas 

26 

 

 

Kwanzaa 

27 28 29 30 

 

 

 

                      

31 


